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AGENDA
BOARD OF REGENTS MEETING
TEXAS EASTERN UNIVERSITY
2:00 p.m., August 30, 1979

I.

II.

Invocation

Approval of Minutes, July 11, 1979 Meeting
REPORT: Each of you has been sent a copy of the minutes
of the July 11, 1979 meeting of the Board of Regents. Are
there any additions or corrections to the minutes of the
July 11, 1979 meeting?
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: That the minutes of the July 11, 1979 meeting of the Board of Regents of Texas astern University be
approved as presented.
(approved)
(disapproved)

III.

Approval of Minutes, August 3, 1979
REPORT: Each
of the August
Are there any
the August 3,

of you has been sent a copy of the minutes
3, 1979 meeting of the Board of Regents.
additions or corrections to the minutes of
1979 meeting?

Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: That the minutes of the August 3, 1979 meeting of the Board of Regents of Texas Eastern University be
approved as presented.
(approved)
(disapproved)
IV.

Approval of Agenda
REPORT: Each of you was furnished a copy of the notice
sent to the Secretary of State in accordance with state
law, advising him of this meeting and furnishing him a
copy of the items to be considered today. Is there a motion
to approve the agenda?

•

Motion:
Second:

BOARD ACTION: That the agenda of the Board of Regents
meeting as presented to the Secretary of State pursuant
to state law be approved.
(disapproved)
(approved)

•
V.

Report of Standing Committees
A.

Executive Committee - Chairman Jeff Austin, Jr.
1.

Unfinished Business
REPORT: A report of any appropriate unfinished
business will be given by the Executive Committee.
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: Appropriate action will be taken
pursuant to any matters brought before the board by
the Executive Committee.
(disapproved)
(approved)

2.

Final Action
REPORT: This being the final meeting of the Texas
Eastern University Board of Regents, the Executive
Committee hereby reports that all business of the
committee has been completed in accordance with board
rules and regulations. Furthermore, the Executive
Committee acknowledges this report to be the final
committee report and recommends that in accordance
with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging
Texas Eastern University with The University of Texas
System, any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System Board of Regents and that this report be received
and approved accordingly.
Motion;
Second:

•

BOARD ACTION: That the Board of Regents, upon recommendation of the Executive Committee, receive and
approve the final report of the Executive Committee
indicating that all business of the committee has
been completed in accordance with board rules and
regulations; and that in accordance with action of
the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The University of Texas System, any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System Board of Regents.
(disapproved)
(approved)
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B.

•

Academic and Personnel Committee - Regent B. H. McVicker, M.D.
1.

Unfinished Business
REPORT: A report of any appropriate unfinished business will be given by the Academic and Personnel Committee.
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: Appropriate action will be taken pursuant to any matters brought before the board by the
Academic and Personnel Committee.
(approved)
(disapproved)

2.

Final Action
REPORT: This being the final meeting of the Texas
Eastern University Board of Regents, the Academic and
Personnel Committee hereby reports that all business
of the committee has been completed in accordance
with board rules and regulations. Furthermore, the
Academic and Personnel Committee acknowledges this
report to be the final committee report and recommends
that in accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The
University of Texas System, any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System Board of Regents and that this
report be received and approved accordingly.
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: That the Board of Regents, upon recommendation of the Academic and Personnel Committee,
receive and approve the final report of the Academic
and Personnel Committee indicating that all business
of the committee has been completed in accordance
with board rules and regulations; and that in accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging
Texas Eastern University with The University of Texas
System, any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System
Board of Regents.
(approved)
(disapproved)

C.

•

Campus and Building Committee - Regent H. J. McKenzie
1.

Construction Progress Report
REPORT: A report will be given concerning all construction in progress.
-3-

BOARD ACTION:

•

2.

To be presented as information.

Unfinished Business
REPORT: A report of any appropriate unfinished
business will be given by the Campus and Building
Committee.
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: Appropriate action will be taken pursuant to any matters brought before the board by the
Campus and Building Committee.
(approved)
(disapproved)

3.

Final Action
REPORT: This being the final meeting of the Texas
Eastern University Board of Regents, the Campus and
Building Committee hereby reports that all business
of the committee has been completed in accordance
with board rules and regulations. Furthermore, the
Campus and Building Committee acknowledges this report
to be the final committee report and recommends that
in accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The University of Texas System, any further business pertaining
to the institution be transacted by The University of
Texas System Board of Regents and that this report be
received and approved accordingly.
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: That the Board of Regents, upon recommendation of the Campus and Building Committee, receive
and approve the final report of the Campus and Building
Committee indicating that all business of the committee
has been completed in accordance with board rules and
regulations; and that in accordance with action of the
66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University
with The University of Texas System, any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The
University of Texas System Board of Regents.
(disapproved)
(approved)

D.

•

Finance and Appropriations Committee - Regent C. Quentin
Abernathy
1.

Acceptance of Independent Audit
REPORT:

On August 2, 1979 representatives of the
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Board of Regents, university administration and
Texas Eastern University Educational Foundation, Inc.
met with members of the Squyres, Johnson, Squyres
and Company firm to review the independent audit
report. Mr. Worth Johnson of Squyres, Johnson,
Squyres and Company stated that the work conducted
by his firm was similar to a bank directors examination and did not, therefore, include a financial
statement. Mr. Johnson stated that the records of
the university were found to be in proper order and
that no problems were found with the handling of funds.
Concerning the exceptions section of the audit report,
Mr. Johnson indicated that the item headed "Construction in Progress" was the only area which his firm
had found that might include an item constituting an
area for further review. He pointed out, however, the
audit concluded that use of funds for Change Order
No. 5, Project 4, (R-38) was proper and that his
accounting firm had reached the "further review" conclusion based primarily upon an exchange of letters
between Board Chairman Dean W. Turner and John Keel
of the Comptroller of Public Accounts staff. On this
subject, the auditor's final report states, "After
examining all of the documents made available to us
during our examination, we are of the opinion that the
use of the funds for a change in the design of Road
'B,' which was included in the original contract,
would be proper." It also should be noted that everyone present in the meeting agreed that the Board of
Regents of Texas Eastern University did take appropriate action in expending the $52,617 related to the
Change Order No. 5, Project 4, (R-38) for curb, gutter
and asphalting of Road "B." The Finance and Appropriations Committee recommends that the independent audit
report of Squyres, Johnson, Squyres and Company, certified public accountants, be approved, and further
recommends that payment for the audit be remitted by
the Texas Eastern University Educational Foundation, Inc.
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: That the Board of Regents, upon the recommendation of the Finance and Appropriations Committee
approve the independent audit performed by Squyres,
Johnson, Squyres and Company, certified public accountants, and further approve remittance of payment by the
Texas Eastern University Educational Foundation, Inc. to
that firm for services performed in conducting the audit.
(disapproved)
(approved)

•

2.

Paving of Road Across Dam
REPORT:

Phase II Change Order No. 5, Project 4,
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•

(including R-38) provided for a curb and gutter system and paving of Road "B" and was approved by the
Board of Regents on August 16, 1978. However, in
response to an inquiry dated May 22, 1979 from the
Board of Regents directed to Mr. John M. Keel in the
Office of the Comptroller of Public Accounts, Mr. Keel
replied through his letter dated May 25, 1979 as follows:
Pursuant to your letter of May 22, 1979 pertaining to the use of the construction appropriation for upgrading the street to the Business Administration Building, and clearing and
lighting the adjacent acreage. It is my opinion
that these appropriated funds may not be used
for these purposes.
Furthermore, within the recently received Squyres,
Johnson, Squyres and Company special examination report,
the following statement relative to this matter is
recorded:
Included in the contract for the construction
of the Science/Math and Business Building
(Phase II) was provision for the building of
Road "B" providing for an oil surface. On
August 16, 1978 the Board of Regents approved
a "Change Order" to complete Road "B" with
curb, gutter and paving in lieu of the oil
surface. Change Order No. 5, Project 4, dated
November 14, 1978 included the following:
Item No. 3 (R-38); Provide curb/gutter
system, paving, etc., on Road "B" in
lieu of stabilized oil surfacing. This
revision was initiated and subsequently
approved by the Board of Regents on
August 16, 1978 to provide a more durable and permanent surface.
$52,617.00
Supplemental Agreement
Payment of this change order was made from funds
appropriated for this project No. 4 prior to
May 22, 1979.

•

As stated above, the funds for Road "B" had
already been expended prior to the letter of
May 22, 1979 to the comptroller. However, the
funds have not been expended for the clearing
and lighting. Upon reviewing the letters
referred to above, it appears that there was
not sufficient information submitted to the
Comptroller of Public Accounts for that office
to have complete knowledge of the facts and
to realize that this change-order was made to
a street already provided for in the original
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contract. We are informed that it is the
intent of the Board of Regents to resubmit
this question with copies of the relevant
contract provision, change orders, plans,
board action, etc. so that a favorable
determination based upon complete supporting
information can be obtained.
Pursuant to this matter, the auditors report includes
the following conclusion:
After examining all of the documents made
available to us during our examination, we
are of the opinion that the use of the funds
for a change in the design of Road "B," which
was included in the original contract, would
be proper.
If required, additional information on this matter will
be reported by the Finance and Appropriations Committee.
BOARD ACTION: Appropriate action will be taken upon
consideration of the report of the Finance and Appropriations Committee.
(disapproved)
(approved)
3.

Unfinished Business
REPORT: A report of any appropriate unfinished business will be given by the Finance and Appropriations
Committee.
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: Appropriate action will be taken pursuant to any matters brought before the board by the
Finance and Appropriations Committee.
(disapproved)
(approved)

4.

Final Action
REPORT: This being the final meeting of the Texas
Eastern University Board of Regents, the Finance and
Appropriations Committee hereby reports that all business of the committee has been completed in accordance
with rules and regulations. Furthermore, the Finance
and Appropriations Committee acknowledges this report
to be the final committee report and recommends that
in accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The University of Texas System, any further business pertaining
to the institution be transacted by The University of
Texas System Board of Regents and that this report be
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received and approved accordingly.

•

Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: That the Board of Regents, upon recommendation of the Finance and Appropriations Committee,
receive and approve the final report of the Finance
and Appropriations Committee indicating that all business of the committee has been completed in accordance
with board rules and regulations; and that in accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The University of
Texas System, any further business pertaining to the
institution be transacted by The University of Texas
System Board of Regents.
(approved)
(disapproved)
E.

Legal Committee - Regent Otis T. Dunagan
1.

Unfinished Business
REPORT: A report of any appropriate unfinished business will be given by the Legal Committee.
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: Appropriate action will be taken pursuant to any matters brought before the board by the
Legal Committee.
(approved)
(disapproved)

2.

Final Action
REPORT: This being the final meeting of the Texas
Eastern University Board of Regents, the Legal Committee hereby reports that all business of the committee has been completed in accordance with board
rules and regulations. Furthermore, the Legal Committee acknowledges this report to be the final committee report and recommends that in accordance with
action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas
Eastern University with The University of Texas System, any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System
Board of Regents and that this report be received
and approved accordingly.

•

Motion:
Second:

BOARD ACTION: That the Board of Regents, upon recommendation of the Legal Committee, receive and approve
the final report of the Legal Committee indicating
that all business of the committee has been completed
in accordance with board rules and regulations; and
that in accordance with action of the 66th Texas
Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The
University of Texas System, any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System Board of Regents.
(approved)
(disapproved)
VI.
VII.
VIII.

President's Report and Recommendations
Report of Special Committees
Approval of Minutes, August 30, 1979
REPORT: This being the final meeting of the Texas Eastern
University Board of Regents, I call for a motion that the minutes of this meeting be approved by the board with the stipulation that the chairman and secretary will review the minutes
as finally written and will thereafter approve said minutes
by affixing signatures in the usual and customary manner.
Motion:
Second:
BOARD ACTION: That the Board of Regents approve the minutes
of the August 30, 1979 Board of Regents meeting with the stipulation that the chairman and secretary review the minutes
as finally written and thereafter approve said minutes by
affixing signatures in the usual and customary manner.
(approved)
(disapproved)

IX.

•

Adjournment - Chairman Jeff Austin, Jr.
REPORT: As chairman of the board, I hereby declare that
this is the final meeting of the Texas Eastern University
Board of Regents and based upon reports of each board committee and action pertaining thereto by the Board of Regents
during this meeting. I also declare that all business of
the board has been faithfully performed and executed. Furthermore, as chairman of the board, I hereby declare that the
minutes of this meeting as heretofore approved will become
the official record of the meeting upon being reviewed and
approved by the chairman and secretary of the board with said
approval being effected by the chairman and secretary affixing their signatures to the minutes in the usual and customary manner. Furthermore, as chairman of the board, I hereby
acknowledge that upon adjournment of this meeting, the Texas
Eastern University Board of Regents has completed its business and, in conformity with legislation passed by the 66th
Texas Legislature, will cease to exist as of 12:00 midnight,
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•

•

August 31, 1979, at which time all further business pertaining to the institution will be transacted by The University
of Texas System Board of Regents. Accordingly, I therefore
now declare this final meeting of the Texas Eastern University Board of Regents adjourned.

•
MINUTES
Special Called Final Meeting

BOARD OF REGENTS
TEXAS EASTERN UNIVERSITY

Held on the Campus of
Texas Eastern University
August 30, 1979

The Board of Regents, Texas Eastern University, convened at
2:00 p.m., August 30, 1979 with eight members present: Chairman Jeff Austin, Jr., C. Quentin Abernathy, Otis T. Dunagan,
H. J. McKenzie, David K. McKie, B. H. McVicker, M.D., Robert
M. Nall and Dean W. Turner.
Also present were James H. Stewart, Jr., President; Donald W.
Whisenhunt, Vice President for Academic Affairs; John R.
Sawyer, Vice President for Fiscal Affairs; L. J. Grubbs, Director of Physical Plant and Resident Engineer; J. Archie Whitfield,
Director of the Office of Public Information; and Rosemarie
Cross, Secretary to the President.
Others in attendance were Harry Loftis, counsel for the Texas
Eastern University Educational Foundation, Inc.; John H.
Spurgin, TEU faculty member; Marshall Hamil, TEU graduate
student; Dot Adkins of the Tyler Morning Telegraph and Mike
Edwards of Radio Station KTBB.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jeff Austin, Jr.

•

•

ITEM I.

INVOCATION

Regent Turner brought the invocation for the opening of the
meeting of the Board of Regents of Texas Eastern University.
ITEM II.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

Chairman Austin announced that it might be necessary to have
an executive session later in the meeting in accordance with
the Texas Open Meetings Law #6252-17, Section 2, paragraphs
(e), (f) and (g).
ITEM III.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, JULY 11, 1979

Regent Dunagan moved and Regent McKie seconded that the Board
of Regents approve the minutes of the July 11, 1979 Board of
Regents meeting as amended at the August 3, 1979 meeting.
Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM IV.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES, AUGUST 3, 1979

Regent Abernathy moved and Regent McVicker, M.D., seconded
that the Board of Regents approve the minutes of the August
3, 1979 Board of Regents meeting as presented. Motion carried
unanimously.
ITEM V.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Regent Turner moved and Regent Abernathy seconded that the
agenda of the Board of Regents meeting as presented to the
Secretary of State pursuant to Article 6252-17, Section 3A,
Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes be approved. Motion carried
unanimously.
ITEM VI.

FINAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

Chairman Austin reported that all Executive Committee business
had been completed in accordance with board rules and regulations. Furthermore, the committee acknowledged this report
to be the final committee report and recommended that any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by
The University of Texas System Board of Regents in accordance
with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern
University with The University of Texas System and that this
report be received and approved accordingly.

•

BOARD ACTION: Chairman Austin moved and Regent Turner seconded
that the Board of Regents receive and approve the final report
of the Executive Committee indicating that all business of the
committee had been completed in accordance with board rules
and regulations; and that in accordance with action of the 66th
Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The
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University of Texas System, any further business pertaining
to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas
System Board of Regents.
ITEM VII.

RECOGNITION OF TEXAS EASTERN UNIVERSITY
PERSONNEL

Regent B. H. McVicker, M.D., announced that all Texas Eastern
University personnel would be recognized with certificates
from the board which contain the following verbiage: "The
Texas Eastern University Board of Regents recognizes (employee
name) for faithful service as an employee of the University
through August 31, 1979 at which time Texas Eastern University
became The University of Texas at Tyler and wishes continued
success as a part of The University of Texas System." The
certificates, signed by Jeff Austin, Jr., chairman of the
Board of Regents, and B. H. McVicker, M.D., chairman of the
Academic and Personnel Committee, were given to President
Stewart for distribution.
BOARD ACTION:
ITEM VIII.

Received as information.
FINAL ACADEMIC AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
REPORT

Regent McVicker, M.D., reported that all Academic and Personnel Committee business had been completed in accordance with
board rules and regulations. Furthermore, the committee
acknowledged this report to be the final committee report and
recommended that any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System Board
of Regents in accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The University
of Texas System and that this report be received and approved
accordingly.
BOARD ACTION: Regent McVicker, M.D., moved and Regent McKie
seconded that the Board of Regents receive and approve the
final report of the Academic and Personnel Committee indicating that all business of the committee had been completed in
accordance with board rules and regulations; and that in
accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging
Texas Eastern University with The University of Texas System,
any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System Board of Regents.
Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM IX.

•

FINAL CAMPUS AND BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT

Regent McKenzie reported that the revised Campus Master Plan
had not been completed as of this final meeting of the Texas
Eastern University Board of Regents. Two other items,

-3-

•

lighting of Roads A, B and C and additional campus clearing,
were previously approved by the board but not completed
because of funds being unavailable. The Campus and Building
Committee acknowledged this report to be the final committee
report and recommended that further business pertaining to
the institution be transacted by The University of Texas
System Board of Regents in accordance with action of the 66th
Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The
University of Texas System and that this report be received
and approved accordingly.
BOARD ACTION: Regent McKenzie moved and Regent Abernathy
seconded that the Board of Regents, upon recommendation of
the Campus and Building Committee, receive and approve the
final report of the Campus and Building Committee and acknowledge that three items of business had not been completed as
of this final meeting of the board; and that in accordance
with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas
Eastern University with The University of Texas System, any
further business pertaining to the institution be transacted
by The University of Texas System Board of Regents. Motion
carried unanimously.
ITEM X.

ACCEPTANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUDIT

Regent Abernathy reported that on August 2, 1979 representatives of the Board of Regents, university administration and
Texas Eastern University Educational Foundation, Inc. met
with members of the Squyres, Johnson, Squyres and Company
firm to review the independent audit report. Mr. Worth
Johnson of Squyres, Johnson, Squyres and Company stated that
the work conducted by his firm was similar to a bank directors examination and did not, therefore, include a financial
statement. Mr. Johnson stated that the records of the university were found to be in proper order and that no problems
were found with the handling of funds. Concerning the
exceptions section of the audit report, Mr. Johnson indicated
that the item headed "Construction in Progress" was the only
area which his firm had found that might include an item
constituting an area for further review. He pointed out,
however, the audit concluded that use of funds for Change
Order No. 5, Project 4, (R-38) was proper and that his
accounting firm had reached the "further review" conclusion
based primarily upon an exchange of letters between Chairman Dean W. Turner and John Keel of the Comptroller of Public
Accounts staff. On this subject, the auditor's final report
states, "After examining all of the documents made available
to us during our examination, we are of the opinion that the
use of the funds for a change in the design of Road 'B,'
which was included in the original contract, would be proper."
It also should be noted that everyone present in the meeting
agreed that the Board of Regents of Texas Eastern University

•
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did take appropriate action in expending the $52,617 related
to the Change Order No. 5, Project 4, (R-38) for curb, gutter
and asphalting of Road "B." The Finance and Appropriations
Committee recommended that the independent audit report of
Squyres, Johnson, Squyres and Company, certified public
accountants, be approved, and further recommended that payment for the audit be remitted by the Texas Eastern University
Educational Foundation, Inc.
BOARD ACTION: Regent Abernathy moved and Regent Turner
seconded that the Board of Regents, upon the recommendation
of the Finance and Appropriations Committee, approve the
independent audit performed by Squyres, Johnson, Squyres and
Company, certified public accountants, and further approve
that the Texas Eastern University Education Foundation, Inc.
remit payment to that firm for services performed in conducting the audit. Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM XI.

PAVING OF ROAD ACROSS DAM

Regent Abernathy reported that Phase II Change Order No. 5,
Project 4, (including R-38) provided for a curb and gutter
system and paving of Road "B" and was approved by the Board
of Regents on August 16, 1978. However, in response to an
inquiry dated May 22, 1979 from the Board of Regents directed
to Mr. John M. Keel in the Office of the Comptroller of Public
Accounts, Mr. Keel replied through his letter dated May 25,
1979 as follows:
Pursuant to your letter of May 22, 1979 pertaining
to the use of the construction appropriation for
upgrading the street to the Business Administration
Building, and clearing and lighting the adjacent
acreage. It is my opinion that these appropriated
funds may not be used for these purposes.
Furthermore, within the recently received Squyres, Johnson,
Squyres and Company special examination report, the following
statement relative to this matter is recorded:
Included in the contract for the construction of
the Science/Math and Business Building (Phase II)
was provision for the building of Road "B" providing for an oil surface. On August 16, 1978
the Board of Regents approved a "Change Order"
to complete Road "B" with curb, gutter and paving
in lieu of the oil surface. Change Order No. 5,
Project 4, dated November 14, 1978 included the
following:
Item No. 3 (R-38); Provide curb/gutter
system, paving, etc., on Road "B" in
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lieu of stabilized oil surfacing. This
revision was initiated and subsequently
approved by the Board of Regents on
August 16, 1978 to provide a more durable and permanent surface.
Supplemental Agreement
$52,617.00
Payment of this change order was made from funds
appropriated for this project No. 4 prior to
May 22, 1979.
As stated above, the funds for Road "B" had already
been expended prior to the letter of May 22, 1979
to the comptroller. However, the funds have not
been expended for the clearing and lighting. Upon
reviewing the letters referred to above, it appears
that there was not sufficient information submitted
to the Comptroller of Public Accounts for that office
to have complete knowledge of the facts and to realize that this change-order was made to a street
already provided for in the original contract. We
are informed that it is the intent of the Board of
Regents to resubmit this question with copies of
the relevant contract provision, change orders, plans,
board action, etc. so that a favorable determination
based upon complete supporting information can be
obtained.
Pursuant to this matter, the auditors report included the
following conclusion:
After examining all of the documents made available
to us during our examination, we are of the opinion
that the use of the funds for a change in the design
of Road "B," which was included in the original contract, would be proper.

•

Regent Abernathy called on Harry Loftis who reported on the
August 24, 1979 meeting with Mr. Jon Kasper of the Comptroller
of Public Accounts Office, Regent McKenzie and Mr. Loftis
relative to the use of appropriated funds for the paving of
Road "B." Mr. Loftis read from a transcript of the August 28,
1979 letter* (Attachment A) from Comptroller of Public
Accounts John M. Keel as follows: "However, based upon the
additional information provided, specifically the contract,
the change order contract, and the maps relating to the campus
layout of Texas Eastern University, I must conclude that the
work done and payments made from the appropriations were in
fact part of the original contract for construction of these
facilities, and I would have so concluded if the entire chain
of events and all supporting information had been supplied
prior to my May 25th response. Therefore, I am rescinding my

-6-

statement of May 25, 1979."

•

*This letter was received by the university on August
31, 1979 and made a part of the official record of the
institution as an attachment to the minutes of this
meeting at the direction of the Board of Regents.
BOARD ACTION: Regent Abernathy moved and Regent McKenzie
seconded that the Board of Regents ratify August 16, 1978
board action approving Phase II Change Order No. 5, Project
4 (including R-38) providing for a curb and gutter system
and paving of Road "B" utilizing Phase II appropriated funds.
Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM XII.

PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION FUND

Regent Abernathy reported the existence of a designated university fund consisting of a balance of contributions made to
the university for the presidential inauguration fund. The
Finance and Appropriations Committee recommended that the
fund balance (approximately $5,506.72) be transferred to an
account for supporting the educational program of The University of Texas at Tyler and that the university president be
authorized to effect this transfer.
BOARD ACTION: Regent Abernathy moved and Regent McVicker, M.D.,
seconded that the fund balance (approximately $5,506.72) in
the presidential inauguration fund be transferred to an account
for supporting the educational program of The University of
Texas at Tyler and that the university president be authorized
to effect this transfer. Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM XIII,

CHALLENGE TO REGENTS

Regent Abernathy reported that on November 2, 1971 after being
appointed to the Tyler State College Board of Regents by
Governor Preston Smith, he wrote a letter to each individual
regent stating: "I would like for you to know how pleased I
am to have been appointed to the first Board of Regents to
work with you in establishing Tyler State College. I feel
that the only thing that surpasses the enthusiasm exhibited
and the challenge it presents is the excitement of being a
part of such a tremendous undertaking of working with you,
the other board members and the citizens of East Texas to
establish a college with a concept such as Tyler State College
that will be second to none." Regent Abernathy expressed
belief that each board member would agree that the goal at
the outset of Tyler State College, subsequently Texas Eastern
University, was that of developing an upper level institution
second to none. He challenged each of the regents to continue to make The University of Texas at Tyler an upper level
institution that is second to none.

•
-7-

BOARD ACTION: Regent Turner moved and Regent McKie seconded
that Regent Abernathy's remarks and his letter be adopted as
a portion of the minutes and actions of the final meeting of
Texas Eastern University Board of Regents. Motion carried
unanimously.
ITEM XIV.

FINAL FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
REPORT

Regent Abernathy reported that all business of the Finance
and Appropriations Committee had been completed in accordance
with board rules and regulations. Furthermore, the committee
acknowledged this report to be the final committee report and
recommended that any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System Board
of Regents in accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The University
of Texas System and that this report be received and approved
accordingly.
BOARD ACTION: Regent Abernathy moved and Regent Dunagan
seconded that the Board of Regents, upon recommendation of
the Finance and Appropriations Committee, receive and approve
the final report of the Finance and Appropriations Committee
indicating that all business of the committee had been completed in accordance with the board rules and regulations;
and that in accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The University of
Texas System, any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System Board
of Regents. Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM XV,

RESOLUTION HONORING NEWS MEDIA

Regent Dunagan reported that in accordance with action taken
by the Board of Regents at the July 11, 1979 meeting, a
resolution (Attachment B) had been prepared to honor members
of the news media for their years of faithful service in
covering meetings of the board.
BOARD ACTION: Regent Turner moved and Regent McVicker, M.D.,
seconded that the Board of Regents approve and adopt the
resolution honoring members of the news media for their years
of faithful service in covering meetings of the Board of
Regents. Motion carried unanimously.
BOARD ACTION:

•

Regent McVicker, M.D., moved and Regent Dunagan
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•

seconded that Dot Adkins of the Tyler Morning Telegraph and
Mike Edwards of Radio Station KTBB be awarded personal certificates of appreciation signed by the proper authorities of
the board and that President Stewart be authorized to prepare
the certificates. Regent McVicker, M.D., further moved and
Regent Turner seconded that Harry Loftis be honored in like
manner for his outstanding service to the board. Motion
carried unanimously.
ITEM XVI.

FINAL LEGAL COMMITTEE REPORT

Regent Dunagan reported that all business of the Legal Committee had been completed in accordance with board rules and
regulations. Furthermore, the committee acknowledged this
report to be the final committee report and recommended that
any further business pertaining to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas System Board of Regents in
accordance with action of the 66th Texas Legislature merging
Texas Eastern University with The University of Texas System
and that this report be received and approved accordingly.
BOARD ACTION: Regent Dunagan moved and Regent Abernathy
seconded that the Board of Regents, upon recommendation of
the Legal Committee, receive and approve the final report of
the Legal Committee indicating that all business of the committee had been completed in accordance with board rules and
regulations; and that in accordance with action of the 66th
Texas Legislature merging Texas Eastern University with The
University of Texas System, any further business pertaining
to the institution be transacted by The University of Texas
System Board of Regents. Motion carried unanimously.
ITEM XVII.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

President Stewart gave the following oral report based on a
previously submitted written report and recommendations:
1.

•

Small Class Report
In compliance with legislation enacted by the 65th Texas
Legislature requiring all general academic institutions
to submit a Small Class Report for authorization by
respective governing boards each fall and spring semester,
information on small classes being conducted by Texas
Eastern University during the 1979 Summer II Term was
mailed to board members with Administrative Notes for
August 6, 1979 and was mentioned for the purpose of
making the material a part of the official record of the
university as Attachment C to the minutes of this meeting.
As defined by law, small classes include all organized
undergraduate courses with enrollments of less than ten
students and all organized graduate courses with less
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than five students. President Stewart recommended that
the Board of Regents authorize small class instruction
for the current semester as stipulated in the 1979 Summer
II Term Small Class Report.

•

BOARD ACTION: Regent Abernathy moved and Regent McVicker,M.D.,
seconded that the Board of Regents, upon the recommendation
of the president, authorize the small classes stipulated in
the 1979 Summer II Term Small Class Report as filed with
board members through Administrative Notes for August 6, 1979.
2.

Enrollment Analysis Reports
Routine reports prepared on the basis of 1979 Summer II
Term registration and distributed through August 6, 1979
Administrative Notes were mentioned in order to make them
a part of the official record of the university as Attachment D to the minutes of this meeting. Reports include:
Report
Report
Report
Report

#1
#2
#3
#4

BOARD ACTION:
3.

Semester Credit Hours Produced, Summer II
Registration Summary Report, 1973-79
Student Enrollment Analysis, 1975-79
Semester Credit Hours Generated, 1977-79
Received as information.

Expression of Gratitude to Board of Regents
On behalf of all personnel at Texas Eastern University,
President Stewart expressed gratitude and appreciation
for the outstanding service that had been rendered to the
State of Texas by this Board of Regents. Although he had
written each of the regents a personal letter of appreciation previously, President Stewart emphasized that the
personnel within the institution recognized the unselfish
efforts and self-sacrifice of the regents as each rendered service to the State of Texas in forming the institution and providing governing board leadership for its
program.
BOARD ACTION:

ITEM XVIII.

Received as information.
ROBERTS SCHOOL FACILITY

Regent McKenzie announced that all regents had been invited to
a "turn key" ceremony at 10:30 a.m. on August 31, 1979 at the
0. M. Roberts School at which time Texas Eastern University
will officially terminate the current lease on the facility
between the university and the Tyler Independent School District. During the ceremony the school district will in turn
lease the facility to the Smith County Juvenile Attention Center.

•
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•

BOARD ACTION:
ITEM XIX.

Received as information.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, AUGUST 30, 1979

Chairman Austin called for a motion that the minutes of this
the final meeting of the Texas Eastern University Board of
Regents be approved by the board with the stipulation that
the chairman and secretary review the minutes as finally
written and approve said minutes by affixing signatures in
the usual and customary manner.
BOARD ACTION: Chairman Austin moved and Regent Abernathy
seconded that the Board of Regents approve the minutes of the
August 30, 1979 Board of Regents meeting with the stipulation
that the chairman and secretary review the minutes as finally
written and thereafter approve said minutes by affixing signatures in the usual and customary manner. Motion carried
unanimously.
ITEM XX.

ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Austin declared this to be the final meeting of the
Texas Eastern University Board of Regents, and based upon
reports of each board committee and action pertaining thereto
by the Board of Regents during the meeting, declared that all
business of the board had been faithfully performed and executed. Furthermore, as chairman of the board, he declared
that the minutes of this meeting as approved will become the
official record of the meeting upon being reviewed and approved
by the chairman and secretary of the board with said approval
being effected by the chairman and secretary affixing their
signatures to the minutes in the usual and customary manner.
The chairman acknowledged that upon adjournment of this meeting, the Texas Eastern University Board of Regents had completed its business and, in conformity with legislation passed
by the 66th Texas Legislature, will cease to exist as of 12:00
midnight, August 31, 1979, at which time all further business
pertaining to the institution will be transacted by The University of Texas System Board of Regents. Accordingly, Chairman Austin therefore declared this final meeting of the Texas
Eastern University Board of Regents adjourned at 3:13 p.m.

Robert M. Nall, Secretary
APPROVED:

""/

•

Jeff Austin, Jr., Chairman
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